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of the briefest of the book, and is only an added illustration of our 
practical helplessness in the management of this disease. Lavage, rectal 
feeding, diet, and a few drugs for the relief of the symptoms are sug¬ 
gested, and then the only thing left is surgical intervention. The dis¬ 
cussion of the indications and the contraindications for this might have 
been more complete; but as it is, it is fairly satisfactory. The second 
part of the book deals with sarcoma and other non-carcinomatous 
tumors of the stomach, including foreign bodies, such as hair balls, 
gastroliths, etc., and carcinoma and other tumors of the duodenum. To 
each chapter there is appended a bibliography, and there is also a very 
extensive bibliography upon the subject of cancer of the stomach. 
This greatly enhances the value of the book. It is beautifully bound, 
printed, and illustrated, and the index is complete without being too 
large. Taking it altogether, it is a valuable contribution to the subject 
of gastric disease. J. S. 


Nothnagel’s Encyclopedia of Practical Medicine. American edi¬ 
tion. “Diseases of the Liver, Pancreas, and Suprarenal Capsules,” by 
Professors Oser, Neusser, Quincke, and Hoppe-Seyler, with additions by 
Professor Reginald H. Fitz and Frederick A. Packard, M.D. “ Diseases 
of the Stomach,” by Franz Riegel, M.D., edited with additions by Charles 
Stockton, M.D. Authorized translation from the German, under the edi¬ 
torial supervision of Alfred Stengel, M.D. Philadelphia, New York, 
and London : W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903. 

This great work has long been a standard medical encyclopedia in 
the professional world, but as its precious contents have been accessible 
only to those who are familiar with the German tongue, the copies of the 
work on this side of the Atlantic were so scarce as to be practically 
found only in the larger medical centres of the country. Its transla¬ 
tion, therefore, and publication in the form of an American edition has 
been the source of great gratification to the American profession. In 
choosing the editors who should have charge of the individual volumes 
as they appeared in this country the very best men in the various lines 
have been procured. These American editors have not contented them¬ 
selves with simply supervising the translation of the volumes from the 
German, but have incorporated into each book the results of the work 
of their English and American colleagues. The effect has been to 
transform a purely Teutonic into an international work. In the first 
of the volumes under consideration this improvement on the original 
work is rendered particularly noticeable by the incorporation of the 
results of the work of Opie and Flexner within its pages. Although 
German investigators had long ago begun the study of pathological 
conditions of the pancreas, their relative frequency and importance has 
only been realized within recent years, and there is no doubt that the 
lecture by Dr. Reginald Fitz, one of the editors of this volume, upon 
“Acute Pancreatitis,” which was delivered in February, 1889, was respon¬ 
sible for much of this recently aroused interest in the subject. The fact 
that he is the most eminent clinical authority on pancreatic diseases in 
this country lends a peculiar value to his services in the present instance. 
The section on Diseases of the Liver was the last literary work of its 
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lamented editor. It exhibits the same care and learning which was the 
peculiar property of all the literary work of Dr. Packard, and serves 
to emhpasize the loss which the American medical profession has sus¬ 
tained by his premature death. 

Professor Riegel’s work has been most ably edited in the American 
edition by Dr. Charles G. Stockton, of Buffalo. Although the work 
throughout is most admirable, yet for special commendation we would 
mention the part which deals with the analysis of the stomach-contents. 
This subject is now so all-important in the diagnosis of pathological con¬ 
ditions of that organ that it is of great value to have so authoritative 
a statement of the various means that are employed. In a work so 
complete as the present, one cannot but regret that somewhat more 
space has not been given to the surgical treatment of gastric diseases. 
This is the one criticism which we would offer of an otherwise most 
excellent book. The present volumes do not contain quite the wealth 
of illustrations which was so noticeable in those previously issued. They 
are, however, accompanied by plates which amply illustrate the topics 
under discussion. Both volumes contain large numbers of tables, and 
are particularly noticeable for the complete bibliographies appended to 
their various sections. J. H. G. 


Experiments on Animals. By Stephen Paget, with an Introduction by 
Lord Lister. New and revised edition. New York: G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons. London : John Murray, 1903. 

We are all familiar with the saying, “Oh that mine enemy would 
write a book!” and there is no doubt that a large amount of the 
material which is put forth in controversial literature acts as a boom¬ 
erang to its authors. Although we trust we have enough intelligence 
to be entirely out of sympathy with the fanatical vagaries of the anti- 
vivisectionists, it was with almost a feeling of regret that we picked up 
this book, knowing that it would be regarded as a contribution to this 
aspect of the warfare of science with ignorance. Its perusal, however, 
has instilled us with profound gratitude to Paget for the great service 
which he has performed in its compilation. He has not attempted to 
answer any of the so-called arguments of the autivivisectionists, but has 
contented himself with a plain, historical resume of experimentation 
upon animals in different lines of scientific work. 

The first section of the book deals with the history of the experiments 
by which physiology was raised to the rank of a science and the various 
functions of the body studied and ascertained by the labors of countless 
experimenters upon lower animals. The second section considers experi¬ 
ments in the realms of pathology, materia medica, and therapeutics. All 
the wonderful advances made in our knowledge of tuberculosis, diphthe¬ 
ria, tetanus, typhoid fever, of the properties of snake venom, and in the 
proper understanding of the transmission of malaria, yellow fever, and 
various parasitic diseases, are detailed in a graphic and scientific man¬ 
ner, so that the mere recital proves the absolute necessity of animal 
experimentation to the advancement of medical knowledge. 

The last part of the book is devoted to detailing the operations of the 
law relating to experiments on animals in Great Britain and Ireland. 



